CHAPTER XII

THE   HYDERABAD   CONTINGENT AND
WILLIAM   PALMER   AND   CO.

IT will be seen from the facts recorded in the previous
chapter that the reforms carried out by the Resi-
dent in the Russell Brigade, the Berar Regular
Infantry, and the re-formed Cavalry, which comprised
together about 7,000 men (the different corps for the
sake of brevity being hereafter styled the Hyderabad Con-
tingent) , were commenced and carried out in all good faith
with the intention of rendering as efficient as possible the
Contingent which the Nizam was bound under treaty
to furnish.    That these measures were eminently suc-
cessful is shewn by the highly creditable manner in
which the troops acquitted themselves during the Pindari
war.    It was, perhaps, unfortunate for the Nizam that
the Contingent should have shown itself as efficient as it
did;     for  the   British   Government  became naturally
reluctant to lose the services of so compact a little army
which had proved itself to be so useful in a case of emer-
gency.   In addition, therefore, to the Contingent being a
favourite hobby of the Resident as his own creation,
and of which he was regarded as the controlling authority
with all the powers of patronage at his disposal, it became
a policy on the part of the Government of India that the